
Foundation Board mem-
ber since  2004, has opted 
to step aside. For many 
years he was the coordina-
tor of District 624’s Tran-

 Nine fall 2012 Brosious Teaching Grants totaling 
$21,243.60 were approved Nov. 14 by the WBLAEF 
Board of Directors. They will be allocated for classroom 
enrichment projects proposed by 20 educators from 
five units within District 624. One by one:
n ‘Hero Library,’ submitted by Peg Ludtke [picture 1] 
(North Campus) , for purchasing 41 books that examine 

Teachers  plan 
to learn the 
nuances of the 
tablet to be 
able to navi-
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Over $21,000 in 
Fall ’12 Brosious
Grants Awarded

High School’s New
Writing Center Will 
Open Doors Dec. 10

 White Bear Lake Area High School’s new Writing 
Center is rapidly moving toward reality. It will be housed 
in renovated space, about half the size of a regular 
classroom, near Mariner Theater at South Campus, with 
satellite services provided for North Campus.
 Opening date is Monday, Dec. 10. The center’s coor-
dinator will be Carolyn Youngbauer, coming to White 
Bear Lake from the Minnesota School of Business.

Again, Holiday Angels Approaching

 Funding for the center 
received its initial impetus 
through a significant gift 
from the Glasrud Family 
Foundation, followed by 
April’s successful “Unite 
to Write” fundraiser spon-
sored by the WBLAEF.

 Features of the center 
will include computers for 
student access, space for 
collaborating, and com-
fortable seating for con-
versation.

 Its purpose is to pro-
vide support for students 
on any writing assign-
ment, college application 
and scholarship essays, as 
well as personal creative 
writing.    
 As South Campus prin-
cipal Tim Wald has noted, 
“Students will develop, 
practice, and refine writ-
ing strategies, build upon 
their own writing skills, 
and take ownership of 
their writing processes. 
We envision students ac-

cessing the center for one-
on-one assistance, and 
teachers accessing it for 
classroom writing work-
shops.”

 The center also will be 
open before and after 
school hours.

 While writing centers 
have long been a fixture on 
college campuses, they are 
relatively rare at the high 
school level. “We see our 
writing center as an in-
novative approach to pro-
vide personalized aca-
demic support across the 
curriculum and in all dis-
ciplines for students fo-
cused on a skill that will 
empower them through-
out their lives,” Principal 
Wald said.  

Major April Fundraiser
Coming – to the Armory

    Chris Hiniker          Dean Shawbold

Hill Legacy Award Forms Due Feb. 22 

Hiniker Joins Board as Shawbold Takes His Leave

t BROSIOUS GRANTS
to page 2

1

the qualities of what makes a hero. After 
reading these books, students in a ninth 
grade honors literature class will  determine 
a particular hero to study in depth during 
the rest of the semester. This grant also 
provides for the purchase of 200 additional books for 
next fall ($800).
n ‘Energy Works,’ Carol Hultman [2], Erin Synan [3], 
and Lynsey Fast [4] (Central Middle School), for a 
National Energy Education Development (NEED) 

project teaching 
physical science stu-
dents the science of 
energy before they 
study the sources of 

energy, electric power production, energy efficiency, 
and conservation. While the NEED informational 
booklets are free online, the three kits requested are 
necessary for hands-on explorations ($3,000).
n ‘International Book Adventures,’ Chris Plana [5],    
Kara Martinson [6], and Carol Midthun [7] (Central 
Middle School), for purchasing multi-cultural books, 
Playaways,  and 
books written in for-
eign languages to 
expand global aware-
ness. These books 
will motivate individual and collective exploration, and 
will be used in world language classes. All can be bor-
rowed by Sunrise Middle School for similar purposes 
($3,000).
n ‘Nexus 7 Connection,’ Jessie Prissel [8] and Transition 
Plus staff, for the purchase of eight Nexus 7 personal 
tablets to support students in becoming independent 
and successful at home and within the community.

gate it by December. By 
March 2013 they will have 

2 3 4

5 6

8

7

GETTING A HEAD START. Even before the grand opening, 
these two scholars (and many others) tried out the new 
High School Writing Center being readied at South Campus.  

Jenny Nadeau

FUNDRAISER VENUE
The venerable WBL Armory

 Since 1922—90 years 
ago!—White Bear Lake’s 
Armory has served thou-
sands of functions, rang-
ing from National Guard 

drills to weddings and 
benefit performances. 
Now the WBLAEF is 
about to join the list, 
with its major spring 
fundraiser on Saturday, 
April 27, 2013 (one 
week later than origi-
nally announced).
 Planning for it, led by 
Connie Menne, has be-
gun in earnest, and soon 
the theme will be an-
nounced. Last April’s 
event raised $45,000 for 
the new Writing Center 
(see story at left). 
 

 Chris Hiniker, WBHS 
’84, has joined the WB-
LAEF Board as a liaison 
between it and the WBL 
School Board, of which he 
is vice chair. All three of 
his and Dawn’s children 
are (or were) WBL students, 
Rylan, the eldest, having 
graduated in 2011. 

 Dean Shawbold, a 

sition Plus program. Dur-
ing his tenure on the 
WBLAEF Board, he wore 
many hats, among them 
as co-chair of the annual 
Staff Appeal. 

 Completed nomina-
tion forms for the annual 
Hill Legacy Award are due 

Feb. 22, online or in the 
offices of the three area 
educational foundations.

 With December close 
at hand, the annual WB-
LAEF Holiday Angel drive 

is about to begin. Now in 
its 12th season, Holiday 
Angels honor educators 

while augmenting the 
Angel Fund that provides 
food, clothing, school sup-
plies, etc. as needed with-
in the school district.

 The drive will continue 
until Jan. 1, 2013.

 Designated educators 
then will receive a card of 
thanks identifying the 
donor of each 2012 Holi-
day Angel gift. 

Nancy Roth

EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION



Do any of us really know the impact we make 
on other people in a lifetime?  What gauge 

can quantify our integrity, the depth of our kind 
words or the quality of our giving?

     As a District 624 parent I have a front-row seat 
in observing what a difference one person can 
make. I see teachers going the distance for their 
students, administrators who are careful and 
deliberate making strong decisions, and support 
staff who have a heart for all kids.

    Not only do our district educators make a lasting 
impact on our children and community with their 
hard work, but also with their generous financial 
donations, notably—but not exclusively—to the 
annual Staff Appeal. (This fall’s campaign con-
ducted by the WBLAEF had an 
Olympic theme, “Going for Gold, 
One Champion at a Time.”)
     At one particular Staff Appeal 
meeting I was emotionally touched 
by a teacher recently chosen as a 
Glasrud Fellow, thus enabling her 
to travel to Haiti to learn about the culture and to 
help at an orphanage. With tears in her eyes, she 
said she is forever changed by her experience in 
Haiti and was grateful to the Foundation for the 
opportunity. 

     Every dollar received through the Staff Appeal 
campaign or from other sources—individuals, 
families, organizations, small businesses, large 
corporations—leaves a footprint on our commu-
nity. Whether it’s providing a winter coat from 
The Closet for a child whose home was lost to fire, 
or school supplies made possible by the Angel 
Fund for a student whose family was impacted by 
the downturn in the economy, every contribution 
makes a difference.

 As the Foundation continues to grow the 
Legacy Endowment, its funds will provide student 
enrichment opportunities including fine arts, 
workshops offered on college campuses, technol-
ogy-driven initiatives, and so much more.  This 
year, Legacy Endowment contributions are 
making a dream come true:  the White Bear Lake 
Area High School Writing Center is opening its 
doors, providing personalized support throughout 
and beyond the school day (see story, page 1).

     Thank you for the front-row view of how one 
person can make a difference and how the actions 
of many can positively impact an entire commu-
nity, leaving a legacy for this and future genera-
tions of White Bear Lake Area students.
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ON MY MIND

  The View from a Front-Row Seat
By DAWN HANK

Vice President, Development

2011–2012 Recipients of 
WBLAEF Scholarship Funds

 For two years now, all post-secondary schol-
arships for graduating seniors of White Bear 
Lake Area High School have been administered 
directly through the high school. These include 
the 14—listed below—for which the WBLAEF has 
been the initial depository:

Clarence and Evelyn Barta Scholarship:
 Katlyn Arndt (2011), Laurel DiSera (2012)
Gwen and Madeline Campbell Scholarship:    

Briana Moses (2011), Morgan Olson (2012)      
Don Foss Memorial Scholarship:                                 

Nick Stumo-Langer (2011), Morgan Olson (2012)
Girls’ Cross-Country/Lyle Helke Scholarship:    

Dayna Johnson (2011), Janelle Yonker (2012)
Oscar M. Haugh Scholarship:         

Jordan Solei (2011), Caroline Held (2012)
Sandee Heurung “Hockey Mom” Scholarship: 

Alexander Swann (2012)
Iversen-Lions Scholarship: Corey Paist (2012)
Scott Kephart Bricks and Mortar Scholarship:    

Mary Rappa (2011), Meghan Glasgow (2012)
Jaclyn Kobilka Cheerleading Scholarship:                

Rebecca LaCasse (2011), Madison Ferry (2012)
Jaclyn Kobilka Memorial Scholarship:             

Cecilia Erickson (2011), Katherine Bissen (2012)
Peter Meslow LiveSTRONG Scholarships:  Taylor 

Catlin, Sami Christensen,  Shawn McGirl, 
Keeran Quayat (2011); Rachelle Fletschock, 
Utee Mouja, Kayla Wallner (2012)

Nicholas Rossini Scholarship:               
Taylor Rystrom (2011), Steve Zettel (2012)

James Schauer Scholarship: Maia Makismju (2011)
White Bear Lake Lions Club Scholarships:  Alexy 

Luecky, Sarah Moorhouse, Zach Zabadal (2011); 
Maria Eggers, Michael Marolt, Rachel Moritko 
(2012)

n Total amounts: $16,750 (2011), $20,750 (2012)

Dawn Hank

“We make a living by what we get,
we make a life by what we give.” 

—Sir Winston Churchill  (1874-1965)

completed six basic lessons; by November 2013 they 
will complete four more lessons for each domain, thus 
enabling students to do likewise ($2,508.84).
n ‘Physical Movement Activity Center,’ Kathy Moore, 
school psychologist [9], and Tracy Mowery, consultant 

t BROSIOUS GRANTS from page 1

Books, Tablets – and Hi-Tech Cameras
HAPPY FACES. North 
Campus students with 
Benjamin Kirkham (top 
center)—and a 
supersized $1,350.98 
check for 10 Samsung 
W300 digital video 
cameras.

Jenny Nadeau

9 10

12

13

14 15

16 18

19 20

[10] (Matoska International): for 
an activity center at each grade 
level for students with special 
needs. The goal is to provide 
these students with appropriate 

cardio equipment within the classroom, thus eliminat-
ing travel time to alternate locations ($2,000).
n   ‘Microscopes,’ Clay Tolonen [11], Erin Synan [3], and 
Gretchen Eibs [12] (Central Middle School), for eight 
new student stereomicroscopes 
(replacing 15-year-old micro-
scopes) to share in small groups, 
and one digital microscope for a 
teacher to guide students in their 
discoveries and to share student findings utilizing the 
SMARTboard ($2,930).
n  ‘Building Cultural Competency in the World Language 
Classroom,’ Margie Hay [13] (North Campus), to pur-
chase 70 (two sets of 35) noise-canceling 
microphones for communicating around the 
world, giving students more practice speak-
ing the world languages they are studying, 
utilizing Skype, Global E-Pals, Voice Thread, 
and Audacity, with the ability to embed voice recordings 
in their Schoology class sites ($2,800).
n ‘Using Film to Teach Media Literacy,’ Benjamin 
Kirkham [14] and Nathan Hunstiger [15] (North 
Campus), for 10 Samsung W300 digital video cameras 

to use during Film, Video and 
Media Analysis units. Access to 
video cameras will provide stu-
dents with better skills to evalu-
ate how film and video is used 

before they create their own productions. Editing videos 
will be taught after initial filming. Using these cameras 
will help meet language arts state standards on Media 
Library ($1,350.98). (See photo, above right.)
n ‘Chemistry and Physics Close Up,’ Thomas Breault 
[16], David Cava [17], Cassandra Knutson [18],       
Michael Mostad [19], and David Olson [20] (South 
Campus), for purchasing an AverVision W30 wireless 
document camera. Using this camera in conjunction 
with SMARTboard 
displays will allow 
teachers to model 
procedures for per-
forming a  wide 
range of lab demonstrations 
with visual enhancement. (A 
wireless camera allows for 
demonstrations to be carried 
out at a safe distance, with 
students observing the reactions on a  SMARTboard.) 
($2,853.78).

11

17 Year-End Giving: Leaving a Legacy
 Giv ing  to  worthy 

causes knows no season. 
Giving to a qualifying non-
profit organization can be 
especially appealing at the 
end of the year because of 
obvious tax benefits—be-

fore it’s too late.  Dawn 
Hank’s column (oppo-
site) makes an eloquent 
case for the WBLAEF 
Legacy Endowment; do 
consider it before New 
Year’s Day.
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WBLAEF Contributors, July–September 2012
Third quarter 2012 contributors to the Foundation received through Sept. 30 are identified below.  Gifts were to the General 

Fund or other funds as designated.  Donors to the Legacy Endowment are listed separately.    A  u  precedes organization and 
business listings. For errors or omissions please contact Lisa Lindvall  at 651/407-7696 or by e-mail: lisa.lindvall@isd624.org
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Legacy Endowment Fund

Raymond Anderson                        
in memory of James Bastian

Craig & Kimberly Blomker for the 
Jaclyn Kobilka Scholarship Fund

Teresa Dahlem & June Corteau 
for the Angel Fund in memory      
of Trudy Moore and Kevin 
O’Donohue

Les & Pat Dahm for the Angel Fund 
in memory of Trudy Moore

Scott Drill for the Jaclyn Kobilka 
Scholarship Fund

Mary Frey for the Jaclyn Kobilka 
Scholarship Fund

Cheryl Funk
Michelle Gratz for the Carol Kranz 

Early Childhood Scholarship Fund
Kurt Henriksen
Heather Hoskins
Abby Howe       

in memory of Richard J. Howe
Matthew & Mary Huepfel for the 

Jaclyn Kobilka Scholarship Fund
u Insignia Systems, Inc. for the 

Jaclyn Kobilka Scholarship Fund
Larry & Judith Johnson for the 

Jaclyn Kobilka Scholarship Fund

Gloria Anderson
Joanne Anderson
Craig & Cathy Carlson in honor of 

the educators who taught their 
children

Dick & Kathy Cochrane in 
memory of Clayton Nadeau

Ira & Susan Goldberg in honor of 
their 50th class reunion

Tracy Hargesheimer
Steve & Anne Johnson
Dale Kammelohr in memory of 

Richard J. Howe

Lynn Jorris for the Angel Fund in 
memory of Jeanne Garman

Howard & Billie Ann Juni for the 
Jaclyn Kobilka Scholarship Fund

Harry & Sharon Kavaloski for the 
Angel Fund in memory of      
Darrel Giguere

Drew & Sarah Kindseth for the 
Peter Meslow LiveSTRONG 
Scholarship in memory of        
Peter Meslow

George Kimball for the Angel Fund 
in memory of Angela Kimball

Dana & Lori Klimp        
for the Angel Fund

u K-Man Open participants        
for the Angel Fund in memory of 
Angela Kimball – $322

Steve & Joyce Kobilka for the 
Jaclyn Kobilka Scholarship Fund 
and for the Jaclyn Kobilka 
Cheerleading Scholarship Fund

Fredrick & Kelly Lambrecht  for 
the Jaclyn Kobilka Scholarship Fund

Mike & Lisa Lindvall for the Angel 
Fund in memory of Susan Markee

Harry & Geri Mares

Bob & Karen Meslow for the Peter 
Meslow LiveSTRONG Scholarship 
Fund in honor of Doug Meslow 
and in memory of Betty Borge 
and Roland Hedin

Wayne Mincke & Teresa Honsa 
for the Jim Honsa Scholarship 
Fund in memory of Jim Honsa

Ellen Monahan for the Rossini 
Memorial Fund in memory of  
Nick Rossini

Barbara Morck               
in memory of Darwin Morck

Margaret Morris for the Jaclyn 
Kobilka Scholarship Fund

Ron & Sharon Nelson for the 
Angel Fund in memory of Angela 
Kimball

Paul & Carol Pariseau for the 
Jaclyn Kobilka Scholarship Fund

Dean Peterson for the Jaclyn 
Kobilka Scholarship Fund

Jerry & Ruth Peterson for the 
Jaclyn Kobilka Scholarship Fund

Richard & Evelyn Peterson for the 
Jaclyn Kobilka Scholarship Fund

Steven & Jean Peterson for the 

Jaclyn Kobilka Scholarship Fund
Tim & Jody Reber for the Angel 

Fund in memory of Tom Flater
Jim & Sue Reibel for the Angel 

Fund in honor of Rick Reibel
Daniel & Jennifer Rivard for the 

Jaclyn Kobilka Scholarship Fund
u River Valley Home Care, Inc. for 

the Jaclyn Kobilka Scholarship 
Fund

Joseph & Marilyn Rossini for the 
Rossini Memorial Fund

Julie Score for the Angel Fund in 
memory of Terry Merritt

Terry & Deborah Small for the  
Jaclyn Kobilka Scholarship Fund

Dick & Peggy Tansom
Bruce & Linda Trouten for the Don 

Foss Scholarship Fund in memory 
of Tom Flater

Angela Vann
Nathan Wedwick            

for the Rossini Memorial Fund
Donald & Deborah Wishard for 

the Jaclyn Kobilka Scholarship Fund
Jeff & Julie Wodicka for the Jaclyn 

Kobilka Scholarship Fund

Sai Yin Lau
Michael & Sylvia Lovett
Cameron Mahlum
u Mutual of America for the High 

School Writing Center
Nancy Przybylski
David Ross & Michal Crosby
Steve & Nancy Roth in memory of 

Clayton Nadeau
u State Farm Insurance – Jan 

Johnson 
Rick & Cathy Storey in memory of 

Clayton Nadeau

K-Man Open Golf  Tourney: A Continuing WBL Saga
 This summer’s K-Man 

Open golf tournament 
(Sept. 22 at Oneka Ridge 
Golf Course) is rooted in 
recent White Bear Lake 
lore, with direct, if infor-
mal, connections to the 
school district and the 
WBLAEF.

 It all goes back to 
1986, when “K-Man,” oth-
erwise known as George 
Kimball, a 1974 WB Mari-
ner High School graduate, 
announced that he and his 
family were moving out of 
the area, leading friends of 
George to put together the 
K-Man Open as a farewell 
gesture that summer. 

 So successful was the 
original 1986 outing that 
its organizers, Steve Koller 
(’74M) and Dennis Mork, 
decided to continue it in 

’87 and again in ’88. But 
why stop there? By 2012, 
there have been 27 con-
secutive K-Man Opens. 
 The Kimballs returned 
to WBL in 1989 when 
George started teaching at 
the high school. (He is 
now treasurer of the White 
Bear Lake School Board.) 

 Over the years the K-
Man Open has increased 
to about 40 golfers, in-
cluding many WBL/Mar-
iner alumni, District 624 
retirees and other resi-
dents—and K-Man’s own 
son, Nick Kimball ’99.

Bookplates Honoring New Grads Again Available
 Again this year, the 

WBLAEF is creating an 
opportunity for parents to 
salute their graduating 
seniors in a unique way.

 With a donation of 
$25 (or more), a person-
alized bookplate will be 
placed on the inside front 
cover of a new White Bear 
Lake Area High School 
library book in honor of 
the new graduate. The 
donors may specify the 
wording. An example:

In honor of our son

John smIth

Class of 2013
WIth love, mom and dad

 (WBl/Mariner/ALC 
alumni can be honored in 
the same fashion.)

 These donations will 
benefit the WBLAEF’s 
Legacy Endowment, es-
tablished to fund future 
programs including the 
arts, writing, technology, 
student support—and 
toward the purchase of 
new books for the media 
center.

 Forms are available 
online at www.wblaef.org, 
at the Foundation office 
(room 116 in the District 
Center), or by calling 
651/407-7696.

The Closet Makes Ready for Winter 
 With winter’s cold 

approaching—if not by 
now settled in—The Clos-
et, an extension of the 
WBLAEF Angel Fund, 
already is warming hearts 
and hands. Many stu-
dents and their families 
have visited it in prepara-
tion for the frigid months 
ahead, and many basic 
needs have been met.

 Donations of clean, 
gently-used items—espe-
cially for elementary 
school-age children—are 

now being accepted. 
These include boots, mit-
tens (think snowball 
fights), and winter coats 
(if in good condition).

 Items may be dropped 
off at the Community 
Services office (District 
Center, room 106) or at 
the Area Learning Center, 
2449 Orchard Lane, WBL. 

 The Closet exists for 
students and their fami-
lies within the White Bear 
Lake Area School Dis-
trict. Annual Fall Staff Appeal Raises $12,650

Mike Mayfield

The NEWS: On Paper or Online
n Two options exist for getting your WBLAEF News:
1. In print, as in the copy you are holding. If, instead, 

you would prefer the e-edition, please contact the 
WBLAEF office by phone (651/407-7696) or at lisa  
.lindvall@isd624.org.

2. Electronically, on the wblaef.org web page. If you 
are already receiving the online edition, but also would 
like the print edition, please phone or e-mail the 
Foundation office (as indicated above).

 Almost 200 (197 to be 
exact) District 624 educa-
tors—staff members, 
teachers, administra-

Going for Gold 
 
 

 
 

 

one champion at a time 

WBLAEF STUDENTS STAFF 

COMMUNITY ALUMNI 

GOLF 
BUDDIES.

Classmates 
George
Kimball 

(right) and 
Jon Hanson 
’74M at the 

2012 K-Man
Open at 

Oneka Ridge 
Golf Course.

 In May 2008, George 
Kimball’s daughter, Angie 
’96, died. That summer 
the K-Man Tourney paid 
tribute to her with many 

donations to the WBLAEF 
Angel Fund, beginning a 
tradition in her memory 
that continues to this 
day.

ON YOUR MARK—
get set, and go for 

the gold (or silver or 
dollar bills):   An eye-

catching tie-in with 
this fall’s District 

624’s Staff Appeal.

tors—commited them-
selves to contributing 
$12,650 to the WBLAEF 
Legacy Fund this year.

 The fall Staff Appeal 
that began in earnest Aug. 
28 in front of the Com-
munity  Auditorium 
brought back positive 
memories of the 2012 
Summer Olympics, as 
evidenced by its logo (at 

left). Before the final fig-
ures were tallied, all 17 
buildings had been visited 
by WBLAEF canvassers.

  The numbers have 
shifted year-by-year, up 
or down, but this fall’s 
average amount per per-
son ($63.56) was among 
the highest  since the an-
nual appeal was founded 
in 2005.  
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Reunion Classes of  ’53, ’63, ’69 
Looking Ahead – Way Ahead!

Class of 1953 @ 60:  Thursday, Sept. 19, 2013, 
3:30 p.m., Jimmy’s Food and Drink, 1132 E. 
County Rd. E, Vadnais Heights. Contact: Rita 
Reynolds Gehrenbeck, 651/653-6715, or Ed and 
Connie Johnson Halonen, 651/429-1406.

Class of 1963 @ 50: Saturday, Sept. 14, 2013, time 
and locale TBA. Contacts: Ron Tanning, rctan-
ning@yahoo.com; Ellie Holt Leimer, el4516@gmail 
.com.

Class of 1969 @ 45: Friday, Aug. 1, 2014, 6 p.m., 
Manitou Station, 2171 Fourth St., downtown WBL. 
Contact: Suzanne Vilendrer Donnell, suzyannie@
comcast.net.

 All the known 2012 WBL/Mariner class reunions 
are now history. Thus it’s high time to start planning 
for 2013 and beyond.  The three classes listed below 
are way out in front! (Other reunions will be posted 
in the News as soon as information is available. 
Contact: Lisa Lindvall, 651/407-7696 or lisa.lindvall@
isd624.org).

1st Thursday Alumni Lunches Continue at Gulden’s

Family Provides Music Scholarship in 
Memory of Bandmaster Harry Meyer

MOONLIGHT SERENADER. 
Trombonist Harry Meyer,  
pictured in the community 
band he and Don Ferron ’40 
co-founded in 1983 that kept 
playing gigs around town 
until about 2006.  

Photo courtesy of Iola Meyer

 For 30 years (1953–
1983) Harry C. Meyer di-
rected bands at White 
Bear High School. He died 
in 2011, at the age of 91.

 To celebrate his life 
and legacy, the Meyer 
family has established a 
scholarship through the 
WBLAEF, to be known as 
the Harry C. Meyer Me-
morial Band Scholarship.
In the amount of $1,000, 
it will be awarded annu-
ally to a graduating senior 
who has participated all 
four years in the High 
School Band. Its first re-
cipient will be chosen next 
spring.

 The Meyer family in-
cludes Harry Meyer’s 
widow, Iola, and their 
three children, all gradu-
ates of WBLHS: Robert 
’71, Ruth ’73 (who is cur-
rently a band director), 
and Richard ’86.

 Harry Meyer gradu-
ated from North St. Paul 
High School in 1938. After 
2½ years of college, he 
was ordered to California 
to play in the Army Na-
tional Guard Band. He 
remained in that band for 
the next five years, sta-
tioned also in Kansas and 
on Okinawa. Following 
World War II, he returned 
to Macalester College, 
completing a B.A. music 
degree in 1947, and sub-
sequently an M.M. at 
Northwestern University 
in Evanston, Ill.

 While developing a 
successful band program 
in Mahnomen, Minn., 

Harry met and later mar-
ried the vocal music tea-
cher, Iola Bjerke. Upon 
his appointment in White 
Bear Lake, Harry ulti-
mately led three concert 
bands—besides jazz and 
marching ensembles. In 
1976 the WBHS Concert 
Band performed at the 
Lincoln Memorial as part 
of the bicentennial cele-
brations in the nation’s 
capital.
 As Iola Meyer has not-
ed, “We as a family are 
proud to award this Band 
Scholarship in memory of 
Harry. . . . We know that 
years in band have pro-
vided students with disci-
pline, leadership, lasting 
friendships, and a life-
long love of music.”
 

WBLAEF, WBLAAA
Staff Homecoming
Booth Before Game

 WBLAEF and WB-
LAAA members and ac-
complices joined hands in 
staffing a booth at the WB 
Homecoming game Sept. 
21 (the Bears trounced the 
Cottage Grove Park Wolves 
55–22 that night).

 Many smiling faces 
came by the booth—espe-
cially as they were handed 
free WBLAAA T-shirts, 
sweatshirts, even candy.

 It was also an occasion 
to broaden the communi-
ty’s awareness of both the 
Alumni Association and 
the Foundation.  

 While the numbers 
attending haven’t been 
astronomical, first-Thurs-
day-of-the-month WBL 
alumni lunches at Gul-
den’s in Maplewood (2999 
Hwy. 61) are continuing, 
the next one scheduled for 
Dec. 6 at 11:30 a.m.

 And 2013’s first is set 
for Thursday, Jan. 3. 

 So far, according to 
Gary Murphy ’58, those 
showing up have clustered 
around the class of ’58, 
not all that unlikely since 
it was the class of ’58’s  
idea in the first place.

 But the intention was 
for these monthly get-to-
gethers to draw on many 
generations, from the 
1940s onward,  or at least 
to attract those who have 
retired from the daily 
grind. Murphy (who may 
be reached at 651/429-
7350) also emphasized 
that others with ties to 
WBL schools—retired 
teachers and staff—are 
welcome.

 Years ago, the Picca-
dilly in Mahtomedi hosted 
monthly gatherings of 
WBL alumni, but over 

time, interest waned. And 
now the Piccadilly is no 
longer.

Class of ’40 @ 72:
Its 8th Annual  WB
Reunion Since 2005

 WBHS graduates of 
1940 have a reunion re-
cord unlikely to be equaled 
—ever. Since their 65th-
year party in 2005, class-
mates have been reunion-
izing annually, most 
recently on Sept. 18 @ 72 
years beyond high school.

 Viola Molitor Mas-
lowski, who keeps track of 
such things, says that 24 
(out of 110) are still living. 
Of the 24, 15 (+ 7 guests) 
showed up this fall at the 
White Bear Country Inn, 
Tony Reidell having driv-
en from Winfred, S.D.

 A 75th in 2015? After 
the 73rd and 74th, of 
course. 

ROUNDTABLE REMINISCING. Class of ’57 banqueters July 27 
at the White Bear Country Inn (clockwise, from left): Joe 
Rukavina (faculty), Bobbie Velin Moe, Maggie Hable Lelwica, 
Judy Rentfrow McKeever, Don Cardinal, Mickey Roberts and 
George Moore (standing), Jan Rentfrow Sapsis, Nancy 
Huntziger Herforth, and Louis LaBossiere.

Herb Richter

First the Banquet, Then Potluck 
Picnicking for Class of ’57 @ 55

 Typically, the ice-
breaking rendezvous 
comes first, but the WBHS 
class of 1957 began its 55-
year reunion with the 
formal (“formal,” you 
say?) banquet on July 27, 
saving its potluck picnic 
for the next afternoon.

 Around 65 classmates 

and guests showed up for 
either or both events, Fri-
day at the WB Country 
Inn, Saturday at the Ma-
sonic Lodge a block away. 
Of 159 classmates in ’57, 
121 are thought to be liv-
ing, although 9 have been 
unreachable, Sue Carroll 
Downs-Solheid reported.  


